
21 
UK – Spec
Chartered 
Engineer

22 
UK-Spec

Incorporated
Engineer

23 
UK-Spec
EngTech

Technician

24
Engineering 

Director

25
Chief 

Engineer

26
Programme 

Director

27
Technical 
Manger

28
Principal 
Engineer

29
Programme 

Manager

30
Manager

31
Senior 

Engineer
33

Project 
Manager

32
Engineer

39
Project 
Leader

38 
Engineering 
Technician

37
Team 
Leader

35
Incorporated 

Engineer

3 

Advanced
Apprenticeship

2

Higher
Apprenticeship

8 
N/SVQ 
Level 

5

9 
N/SVQ 
Level 

4

10 
N/SVQ 
Level 

3

16 
NQF L 7 & 8
D - Doctorate

Masters degree, Post grad cert &
diploma

18 
NQF Level 5

Intermediate, Foundation degree, 
Higher National Diploma

19 
NQF L3 & 4

Certificate, HNC, BTEC Nationals, 
Technical Certificate.

Career Structure
Professional 

Institution
Registration 

and CPD

Work-Based 
Learning Programme Academic

Qualification

34
Senior Team 

Leader

36
Senior 
Project 
Leader

Four GCSEs or 
Equivalent. 
Grades
A to C or Higher 
Engineering 
Diploma or
mature learners 
with required 
experience

Appropriate A 
Levels, Applied A 
Levels or A/S 
Levels or Mature 
Learners with 
Required 
Experience

17 
NQF Level 6

Honours, bachelor’s degree, graduate 
cert & diploma

Working toward 
GCSEs including 
Engineering, 
Manufacturing or 
Science

Three to five 
GCSEs
Grades D to G or 
Foundation 
Engineering 
Diploma

One A Level in 
Maths, Science 
or Technology or
mature learners 
with  required 
experience

Short 
Course

Provision

4
Apprenticeship

40
Craftspersons

11 

N/SVQ 
Level 

2

20 
NQF Level 2

Optional
Technical Certificate eg BTEC 1st, C&G 

or EAL Cert
Higher Engineering Diploma

Young Apprenticeship/Diploma 
(Pilot)

41
Senior Operator

6

Short 
Courses

See 
availability 

of short 
course 

provision 
by 

contacting 
local or 
regional 

Universities
, Further 

Education 
Colleges 

and Private 
Training 

Providers.

Also see 
find a 
course 

facility on 
the Careers 

Advice 
Website

NQF Level 1 & 2
GCSE 

Grades A to G
BTEC introductory certificate

Foundation Engineering Diploma

Entry Standards

N/SVQ 
Level 1

43 - National Occupational Standards

National Vocational
Qualification Key Skills

Engineering
Craftspersons

13 
Key Skills

Level 3

12  
Key Skills 

Levels 
4 & 5

14 
Key Skills 

or 
functional 
skills level 

2

42
Operator

15 
Key Skills 

or 
functional 

skills
Levels 
1 or 2

Work Experience

7 

QCF
Units 

of 
N/SVQ

Key Skills 
or 
functional 
skills
Level 1

Advanced 
Engineering 
Diploma 
(+ additional 
mathematics for 
higher routes)

SEMTA PROGRESSION MAP FOR ENGINEERING
The numbers in the boxes correspond with the relevant fact sheet
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Young 
apprenticeship/
Diploma (Pilot)

5 Young 
Apprenticeship 
Engineering

1 

Graduate
Apprenticeship

http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%201aa.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%202a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%203.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%204.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%205.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%206.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%207a.pdf
http://careersadvice-findacourse1.direct.gov.uk/pls/hot_ca/ld_all_home.page_pls_all_home_adv
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%208a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%209a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2010.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2011a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2012.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2013.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2014a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2015.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2016a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2017.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2018a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2019.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2020.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2021.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2022a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2023.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2024a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2025a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2026.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2027.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2028.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2029a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2030.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2031a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2032a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2033.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2034.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2035a.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2036.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2037.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2038.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2039.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2040.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2041.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2042.pdf
http://www.semta.org.uk/pdf/Factsheet%2043.pdf
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